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opportunity of his life. On the other hand, we forgive
much to one who loves much: we admire a man who
forbears much; and we augur well of the youth
whose first romance has left him nothing that he need
be ashamed of.

In the quiet household on Herne Hill, the ordinary
temptations of youth were unknown. Don Juan and Don
Quixote, with all their supposed evil example, coarse expres-
sion and suggestion, ran like water from a duck's back :
to the pure all things are pure. The ideal Harry of our
young hero's early days, who mirrored him in everything,
took little interest in his reading unless he had " seen
something like it" outside of books; and there was
nothing to be seen like Julia or Maritornes in his imme-
diate surroundings. Not that it was a monastery : there
was plenty of liveliness; there were pretty playmates
and charming neighbours ; but the blight of unwatched
schoolboyhood never touched him. If it had, there
would surely be some indication of it in his work ; but
there is no trace of even ordinary interest in womankind
in the mass of notes and scribbles of all these early days.
Rather, if anything, an antagonism to girls ; for they
teased him about his rhymes as not being sentimental
enough.

So, when love came, it was a surprise. There had been
no foretaste of it, no vulgarisation of it; nothing to take
the bloom off, to discount the impetuosity of a first passion.
And it is no wonder if, looking back, he was amused at
himself, and wrote jestingly in Prceterita of the affair, to
cover the annoyance with which one regards the absurdi-
ties of one's youth. But it was a quite serious affair, on
his side; and led to serious consequences.ce of storm, sunset,complimented ; and the great man, dilettanteon the
